
 

IT’s A Wonderful Life 

A Live Radio Play 

Audition Packet 
(Scripts may be checked out at the UT Theatre/UT Theatre Office) 

 

It’s A Wonderful Life is a story about how important your life is 

not only to yourself but to the folks in it- your family, your other 

loved ones, your community and the world.  In it, the main 

character, George Bailey, is given the opportunity to see what his 

world would be like without him in it.  This is because, in a 

moment of extreme despair, he thinks about taking his own life 

but he is saved by an Angel who gives him this unique 

opportunity, thus saving him and the people around him from 

great peril and unhappiness.  The story, adapated to a film version 

directed by Frank Capra (the Stephen Speilberg of his time) and 

starring Jimmy Stewart has become very much a part of our 

country’s lore.  Watch the movie if you are able.  This play is a 

radio version of the stage play adapted from the movie and is 

set in a 1940’s era radio studio.  In addition to the characters in 

the play there will be a live orchestra and a vocal group both of 

which will underscore the show and perform the scripted 

commercials and seasonal compositioins. There are also 

performance opportunities for crew members as sound effects 

will be performed live on stage. 
 



Artistic Leadership Positions: 

Student Assistant Director 

Student Vocal Director 

Student Orchestra Director 
 

Students interested in these positions should contact Mr. Sollers 

at sollerst@eths.k12.il.us 

 
Student Assistant Director: Assist with auditions and casting. Attend all 

rehearsals, keep prompt book, help with script additions and assist with 

direction. 

 

Student Vocal Director: Create three/four part harmony for scripted commercials 

and seasonal compositions, create vocal underscoring to script, and direct vocal 

performances.  Position includes performance possibilities. 

 

Student Orchestra Director: Create music compositions for a small live orchestra 

for underscoring to the script and full orchestrations for songs and commercials 

included in the story.  Will be on-stage conductor for orchestra.  Position includes 

performance possibilities. 

 

Actors/Singers:  Please prepare one of the audition pieces included in 

this packet and/or a few bars of a song that shows your range.  No need 

to memorize the audtion pieces but you must be very familiar with the 

text. Auditions will begin on Monday, October 22, and continue through 

the week.  Sign-ups are available on-line in five minute slots.  Rehearsals 

will begin on Monday, October 29.  Performances are Thursday through 

Saturday, December 14, 15 and 16 at 7:30 PM in the Upstairs Theatre. 
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George:  Now, hold on, Mr. Potter.  You’re right when you say my father 

was no business man.  I know that.  Why he ever started this cheap, 

penny-ante Building and Loan, I’ll never know.  But neither you nor 

anybody else can say anything against his character, because his whole 

life was… Why, in the twenty-five years since he and Uncle Billy started 

this thing, he never once thought of himself.  Just remember this, Mr. 

Potter, that this rabble you’re talking about…. They do most of the 

working and paying and living and dying in this community. Well, is it too 

much to have them work and pay and live and die in a couple of decent 

rooms and a bath?  Anyway, may father didn’t think so.  People were 

human beings to him, but to you, a warped, frustrated old man, they’re 

cattle.  Well, in my book he died a much richer man than you’ll ever be. 

 

Rose: How do you like the new sister-in-law?  Looks like she’ll keep Harry 

on his toes.  George, um… Do you know that Mary Hatch is back from 

school?  Nice girl, Mary.  Stop grumbling! Give me one good reason you 

shouldn’t call Mary.  She’s not crazy about Sam Wainwright.  And besides, 

Sam is away in New York, and you’re here in Bedford.  All’s fair in love 

and war, George.  I don’t know about war but I know about love.  What’s 

that, George?  Instead of seeing Mary you’re thinking of going to the 

library?  The library? Oh, George, George, George! You go and see Mary, 

you hear? 

 

Mary: (18 years old) Hello, George.  Your mother just phoned and said 

you were on your way over to pay me a visit.  I got back Tuesday.  Would 

you like to come in?  I worked in New York for a couple of vacations, but I 

don’t know.  I was homesick…  homesick for Bedford Falls… for my family 

and… oh, everything.  Would you like to sit down or would you rather 

leave?  It was nice about Harry and Ruth getting married, wasn’t it?  

Don’t you like her or is it marriage in general you’re not enthusiastic 



about, huh?  (As an old maid) The library’s closed.  It’s Christmas Eve and 

we can’t stay open all night.  I should really be getting home and it’s none 

of your business where I live sir.  The library is closed.  Maybe you should 

try back the 26th.  And how do you know my name?  I told you, the library 

is closed.  You sound desperate so I’ll help if I can.  What is it?  This town 

used to be called Bedford Falls but that was some time ago.  I wasn’t very 

old when Potter was elected and took the town, along with its name, for 

himself.  I’ve seen pictures of the place when it was called Bedford Falls.  

It looked like a very nice place.  Things have changed, but that’s with the 

times.  I have to go. Get you hands off me!  I’ll call a cop!  Let me go!  Get 

away from me!  Help!  Help!  Police! 

 

Potter:  So that’s it George.  You’re short eight thousand dollars in the 

books, eh?  You say it was lost.  Did you notify the police?  Why did you 

come to me?  What about your good friend Sam Wainwright?  What 

security would I have, George?  What collateral?  Your life insurance 

that’s only worth five hundred dollars?  And you want eight thousand!  

Look at you.  You used to be so cocky.  You were going to go out and 

conquer the world.  You once called me a warped, frustrated old man.  

What are you but a warped, frustrated young man?  Crawling in here on 

your hands and knees for help.  No securities, no stocks, no bonds.  

You’re worth more dead than alive!  Why don’t you go to the riffraff you 

love so much and ask them for help?  You know what I’m going to do for 

you?  As a stock holder of the Building and Loan, I’m calling the state 

examiner to get a warrant for your arrest.  Misappropriation of funds, 

manipulation, malfeasance - Go on and run!  You can’t hide in a little 

town like this.  Merry Christmas, George. 

 

 

 



It's A Wonderful Life A Live Radio Play 

Audition Form 
 

NAME__________________ Cell_____________ 

Preferred Pronoun(s)____ 

Student ID__________ 

Grade Frosh__ Soph__ Junior___ Senior__ 

Parent’s Name(s)__________________________ 

Parent’s Cell(s)____________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

Zip___________ 

Acting Class(es): Yes___ Level(s)_________No___ 

Vocal Groups:  Yes__ Type_____________ No___ 

List Training and Performance Experience: 

 

 

 

 

Director’s Notes: 
 

 



                          It’s A Wonderful Life A Live Radio Play 
Rehearsal and Performance Schedule 

 

Conflicts: Name___________________ Cell________________ 

 

OCT 
Mon 29, 2:30-5:30 
Tues 30, 4-6:30 
Wed 31, 4-6:30 
NOV 
Thurs 1, 4-6:30 
Fri 2, 4-6:30 
Sat 3, 11-4 
Mon 5, 2:30-5:30 
Tues 6, 4-6:30 
Wed 7, 4-6:30 
Thurs 8, 4-6:30 
Fri 9, 4-6:30 
Sat 10, 11-4 
Mon 12, 2:30-5:30 
Tues 13, 4-6:30 
Wed 14, 4-6:30 
Thurs 15, 4-6:30 
Fri 16, 4-6:30 
Sat 17, 11-4 
Mon, 19, 2:30-5:30 
Tues, 20, 4-6:30 
 
 
 

 
Wed 21-Sat 24 
Thanksgiving Recess TBA 
Mon 26, 2:30-5:30 
Tues 27, 4-6:30 
Wed 28, 4-6:30 
Thurs 29, 4-6:30 
Fri 30, 4-6:30 
DEC 
Sat 1, 11-4 
Mon 3, 2:30-6:30 
Tues 4, 4-7:30 
Wed 5, 4-7:30 
Thurs 6, 4-7:30 
Fri 7, 4-7:30 
Sat 8, 9-6 TECH 
Mon 10, 2:30-7 TECH 
Tues 11, 4-9 Dress 
Wed 12, 4-9 Dress 
Thurs, Perf 6:00 call 
Fri, Perf 6:00 call 
Sat, Perf 6:00 call   
 
 
 


